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You have been recruited!  
Orwell: Keeping an Eye On You (Season 1) 

Materialien 

Zitate aus George Orwells ‘1984’ 

“In a way, the world−view of the Party imposed itself most successfully on people incapable of 

understanding it. They could be made to accept the most flagrant violations of reality, because they 

never fully grasped the enormity of what was demanded of them, and were not sufficiently interested 

in public events to notice what was happening. By lack of understanding they remained sane. They 

simply swallowed everything, and what they swallowed did them no harm, because it left no residue 

behind, just as a grain of corn will pass undigested through the body of a bird.”  

“Those who control the present, control the past and those who control the past control the future.”  

“The past is whatever the records and the memories agree upon.”  

“Facts, at any rate, could not be kept hidden. They could be tracked down by inquiry, they could be 

squeezed out of you by torture. But if the object was not to stay alive but to stay human, what 

difference did it ultimately make? They could not alter your feelings, for that matter you could not alter 

them yourself, even if you wanted to. They could lay bare in the utmost detail everything that you had 

done or said or thought; but the inner heart, whose workings were mysterious even to yourself, 

remained impregnable.”  

“Always eyes watching you and the voice enveloping you. Asleep or awake, indoors or out of doors, 

in the bath or bed- no escape. Nothing was your own except the few cubic centimeters in your skull.”  

“Reality is inside the skull.”  

“Reality exists in the human mind, and nowhere else.”  

“Only because I prefer a positive to a negative. In this game that we're playing, we can't win. Some 

kinds of failure are better than other kinds, that's all.”  
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